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One of the most important things to be aware of – especially in the Costa Blanca region – is 
the PROCESSIONARY CATERPILLARS. 

These caterpillars are very harmful to humans and even more so to animals. If you come 
into contact with them you will get very itchy and the rash can last for weeks. If you have 
had contact you should see a doctor or in milder cases a pharmacist may be able to help. 

If your animal comes into contact with them you should immediately take the animal to the 
vets for treatment. EVEN WITHOUT ACTUAL CONTACT THEY CAN BE VERY TOXIC. 

If the caterpillar feels threatened it will eject its hairs which will penetrate or irritate any 
exposed skin so actual contact is not necessary for them to do harm to your pet. Dogs are 
particularly susceptible as they will pick up the hairs on their paws and then lick them. This 
then leads to the hairs being transferred on to the dog’s tongue following which there will 
be swelling, vomiting and even death.  

You can usually tell because if your pet has been infected as there will be small white spots 
in the mouth and on the tongue and your dog/cat will be distressed and probably have a lot 
of saliva. It is essential that you take the animal to the vet, if they remain untreated, animals 
can die as the tongue will swell and most often must be cut or amputated. 

HOW TO SPOT THE NESTS 
 

 

Before taking your pet out for a walk it is advisable to have a good look around the area and 
identify any danger spots. The processionary caterpillars start to be seen any time from 
early December, especially if autumn has been mild. The nests are mostly in pine trees and 
usually young trees are the most infected. The nests look like cotton wool about the size of 
a large hand but can be smaller or larger!! They can be on lower or higher branches and can 
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appear at any time, so you have to continue to look for them until it is evident that the 
“season” is over. We have found that the nests are often on the most southernly branches, 
but this is not always true.  

HOW TO SPOT THE CATERPILLARS 
When the caterpillars are ready to leave the nest, the will make their way down to the 
ground – often climbing down the trunk of the tree, but also they are just as likely to “fall” 
straight down from the nest to the ground. They form a continuous line – a procession – all 
following the one at the front. Often you see them in the road squashed by car tyres – they 
are still dangerous so even though they may be dead, stay away! 

Obviously having read all the above you will not be tempted to go close to them. If you see a 
nest or a procession, try contacting your local council or even the local police. Depending on 
where you live, they may attend to them, if you live in “the campo” don’t expect any 
action!! 

THE PROCESSION 

Danger – DO NOT TOUCH! 

THE MOTH – FLIES AROUND BETWEEN MAY 
AND JULY 

 

A single female can lay up to 300 tiny eggs and 
it takes around a month for them to hatch. 
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